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21 May 2004

Press Release
Bletchley Park Still Go-ing


Britain’s most famous code breaker, Alan Turing, was remembered at Bletchley Park on Saturday 22nd May when 30 children from all over Britain learned how to play the ancient game of ‘Go’. 

Alan Turing is most famous for his role in cracking the German Enigma cipher at Bletchley Park and for his ground-breaking research into Artificial Intelligence. Whilst at Bletchley during WW2, he introduced his fellow code breakers to ‘Go’ and many think their discussions on the tactics of the 3000-year-old game played an important role in developing Turing’s theories on ‘building a brain’ – the computer.


On Saturday, Bletchley Park was once again home to ‘Go’ when thirty children from the National Academy for Gifted and Talented Youth (NAGTY) learned how to play the ancient game of strategy and intuition. Peter Wendes of the British Go Association (BGA) led the day.  “Go is a game of skill,” said Peter, “It has been described as being like four Chess games going on together on the same board.” 


‘Go’ originated in China and is thought to be the oldest board game in the world. Today there are around 50 million ‘Go’ players in the Far East. Around 5,000 people in Britain are regular ‘Go’ players and the BGA works hard to promote the game to the next generation. 

 
Claire Ellis, Bletchley Park’s Education Manager said, “It is most appropriate that the National Code Centre of Bletchley Park, with its history of intelligence and strategy, hosted this event on Saturday. It’s one of a series of special educational events for schools, teachers and families that aim to build on the work of the code breakers.” Bletchley Park is now run by a charitable Trust and is open to the public every day. 

Notes to Editors: 

The event took place on Saturday 22nd May, 10am – 4pm at Bletchley Park

For further Information contact Claire Ellis, Education Manager on 01908 377519 or cellis@bletchleypark.org.uk
For more information about Bletchley Park see: www.bletchleypark.org.uk
For more information about the British Go Association see: www.britgo.org
For more information about the National Academy of Gifted and Talented Youth see: www.warwick.ac.uk/gifted/
Bletchley Park, also known as Station X, was home to the famous code breakers of the Second World War and is the birthplace of modern computing and communications.  It is now a heritage site run by a charitable Trust with historic buildings, educational activities, conferences, exhibitions, and tours for visitors and special events.  A technology incubator where scientific entrepreneurs can develop new ideas and products will be opening at Bletchley Park this year. 

The event is part of Bletchley Park’s education programme, which includes special events, school visits and outreach.

See also: www.bletchleypark.org.uk






